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Through Sustainable Jamestown, the Town of Jamestown strives to meet its existing needs without 
compromising resources for future generations. Municipal decision-making will weigh the social, 
economic, and environmental impacts of its choices and consider their long-term effects. By planning for 
change, the community becomes stronger and more resilient so it can adapt, bounce back from 
problems and crises quickly, and maintain quality of life for all Islanders.  

A critical piece of Sustainable Jamestown is meeting its goals. This Baseline Reports represents a starting 
point for measuring success towards those goals. The Town will report regularly on progress starting in 
2020. Where baseline data is not available, collection will start in 2019.  
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Overarching Goal of Sustainable Jamestown 

Sustainable Jamestown envisions a livable and resilient community that actively promotes a high quality 
of life for today’s residents as well as future generations. Sustainability is not an end goal but a 
philosophy that all Jamestowners are encouraged to embrace for the benefit of social equity, 
environmental health, and a thriving economy. The Town of Jamestown recognizes that our island 
resources are treasured yet finite, a healthy economy is essential to our wellbeing, our quality of life is 
worth preserving, and our residents an asset to our community - forward-thinking, creative, diverse, and 
passionate. 

Guiding Principles 

1. Make the Sustainable Choice 

The concept of sustainability is considered in all Town decisions and policies. Most of the efforts 
required to make Jamestown more sustainable are voluntary actions from residents and business 
owners. Wherever it can, the Town will lead by example and implement sustainability measures and 
practices to demonstrate the benefits to the community as a whole. 

2. Learn and Adapt 

Information and research on many 
sustainability issues are evolving quickly, 
emergencies can occur, and funding 
opportunities can always shift. The Town will 
strive to be nimble, learning and adapting based 
on real world experiences and technology shifts, 
and not getting stuck doing things a certain way 
because that’s the way they’ve always been 
done. 

3. Find the Critical Path 

The Town’s available financial and human resources are limited. In an ideal world, we could tackle all of 
these issues at once, but we must be strategic and set priorities to follow a “critical path.”  

4. Hear and Engage All Voices 

The Town recognizes that it takes the collective efforts of its residents to make its vision a reality, and it 
should provide information and opportunities for the public to be part of the decision-making process. 
Equally, residents have a responsibility to be informed, involved, and engaged in the direction of their 
community. 

5. Build a Shared Culture of Sustainability 

To help cultivate a shared responsibility towards sustainability, the Town will also emphasize 
educational opportunities to support public awareness, responsibility, volunteerism, and cooperation 
with other organizations in town. The Town will encourage all members of the Jamestown community, 
including full- and part-time residents, visitors and tourists, community groups, businesses, and schools, 
to share in a culture that cares about its impacts on the island. 

Photo by Leonardo DaSilva is licensed under CC by 3.0. 

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:View_from_the_top_of_the_Light_House_-_Beavertail_State_Park_-_Jamestown_RI_-_panoramio_(1).jpg
https://www.panoramio.com/user/589799?with_photo_id=39446693
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0/deed.en
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6. Recognize that No Island is an Island 

Jamestown may literally be an island, but it is tied in many ways to the rest of Rhode Island, New 
England, and, indeed, the world. Being surrounded by Narragansett Bay, everyday life in Jamestown is 
directly connected to everything this resource has to offer and our actions directly affect its health. The 
Bay is an important environmental, economic, and cultural resource in the region and the state. 
Therefore, what happens in Jamestown cannot be separated from this broader context. Partnerships are 
encouraged to achieve our sustainability goals. 

Issue Areas 

Goals and actions of Sustainable Jamestown are divided among four topic areas: Our Community, Our 
Resources, Our Economy, and Our Infrastructure. Sustainable Jamestown is not the only of the Town 
effort to meet sustainability goals. The actions provided here are to supplement those identified in other 
town action plans, including the Comprehensive Plan (2014), Natural Hazard Mitigation Plan (2017), and 
Water Supply Management Plan, to name a few. 

For each topic area, a series of indicators to measure progress towards meeting goals and targets that 
are appropriate for Jamestown has been developed.  

Our Community 

Jamestown is a quiet, safe community where 
everyone seems to know each other. In fact, 
many families have lived in Jamestown for 
generations. Residents speak highly of the 
schools, respect the island’s history, and love to 
support local artists, shops, and restaurants. As 
our climate changes, our economy continues to 
globalize, costs continue to rise, and 
communication becomes harder to manage—
Jamestowners will need to think strategically 
about how to protect many aspects of their 
quality of life. Education, civic engagement, and 
housing opportunity will be high priority focus 
areas for the community. 

Goals 
CG1. Achieve and maintain a mix of housing options for people of all socioeconomic backgrounds, ages, 
household groups, and preferences (including seniors, young families, singles, and people with 
disabilities). 

CG2. Support local organizations, services, infrastructure, and programs that provide access to diverse 
housing opportunities, quality education, and active and healthy lifestyles. 

CG3. Participate actively and effectively in civic affairs and understand the basic principles of 
sustainability. 

CG4. Support local and regional (Washington and Newport Counties) agriculture and aquaculture as well 
as food products, crafts, and other goods and services.  

Photo by David Wilson is licensed under CC by 2.0. 

https://www.flickr.com/photos/davidwilson1949/33764571376/
https://www.flickr.com/photos/davidwilson1949/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/2.0/
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CG5. Communicate and share information effectively with the public, making the best use of available 
technology and methods that reach a wide audience. 

Actions 
CA1. Explore options for better utilizing and expanding the land holdings of the Town’s Community 
Housing Land Trust. 

CA2. Coordinate with the Library’s existing efforts to promote volunteerism in the community through 
its public educational campaign about volunteer opportunities Jamestown. Find other connections in the 
community to identify additional ways to increase volunteer opportunities outside of local boards and 
committees relating to sustainability. 

CA3. Make connections with local non-profits that provide services or programming around social 
wellbeing and healthy life styles to build a social network around sustainability. 

CA4. Encourage partnerships between local farms and the Jamestown School Department and Senior 
Center to supply seasonal produce for lunch programs. 

Making Progress 

Indicator Goal/action Target 2018 Baseline 

Availability of Affordable Housing  
Number and % of LMI homes 
relative to the entire number of 
households 

CG1 
CA1 
Also see goals, 
policies, and 
actions of the 
Jamestown 
Comprehensive 
Plan 

• Net increase in number of 
units every five years per 
the Affordable Housing 
Development Plan in 
Comprehensive Plan 

• 5% by 2020 

• 8% by 2030 

• 10% by 2040 

111 units 

Production of “Alternative” 
Housing  
Number of new housing units (new 
construction or building reuse) that 
are alternatives to traditional 
single-family homes (apartments, 
condos, cottages, houses of under 
1,300 gross sq ft, etc.) as a 
percentage of all new housing 
development 

CG1 
CA1 
Also see goals, 
policies, and 
actions of the 
Jamestown 
Comprehensive 
Plan 

• Upward trend measured 
every two years 

Start data collection 
2019. 

Public Participation 

• Vacancies on town boards, 
committees and commissions 

• Participation in town-sponsored 
workshops and other events that 
collect public opinion and input 

CG5 
CA2 

• Downward trend in 
vacancies 

• Seating individuals that 
have never served on a 
local board prior 

• Upward trend in public 
participation/comment/ 
input 

Start data collection 
2019. 

Education  

• Student enrollment 

 • Stable or upward trend (% 
or higher of student 
capacity) 

2017-2018 School 
Year: 488 students 
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Indicator Goal/action Target 2018 Baseline 

Fresh, Local Produce  

• Local produce, meat, seafood, 
food products, etc. featured in 
local restaurants and shops 

• Partnership between local farms 
and Jamestown School 
Department and Senior Center to 
supply produce for lunches 

“Local” includes Jamestown, 
Newport County, and Washington 
County. 

CG4 
CA4 
EA5 

• Upward trend in number 
establishments offering 
local products 

• Local produce offered in 
school and senior lunches 
a set number of times a 
year 

Start data collection 
2019. 

Active Lifestyles 

• Total miles of town arterial 
streets with bike lanes or 
sharrows  

• Total miles of off-road bike 
paths/walking paths 

• Bike ridership to Jamestown 
Schools 

• Total miles of sidewalks along 
local streets 

CG2 
Also see goals, 
policies, and 
actions of the 
Jamestown 
Comprehensive 
Plan 

• Net increase, measured 
every two years 

• Upward trend 

• Upward trend 

• Distance of sidewalks 
maintained and/or created 
every two years 

Start data collection 
2019. 

Bicycle and Pedestrian Collisions 
Number of bicycle and pedestrian 
collisions involving motor vehicles 

 • Downward trend Start data collection 
2019. 

Alternative Transportation Use  

• Number of residents who report 
walking or biking for at least 25% 
of their on-island trips.  

• Annual ridership from RIPTA 
stops in Jamestown 

• Annual ridership from ferry stops 
in Jamestown 

Also see goals, 
policies, and 
actions of the 
Jamestown 
Comprehensive 
Plan 

• 25% decrease in 
automobile trips by 2025 

• Upward trend 

• Upward trend 

Start data collection 
2019. 

Community events focusing on 
sustainability issues 
Either town-sponsored or local 
group 

CG5 
CA2 
CA3 

• Two per year by 2020 

• Upward trend every two 
years 

2017 – 4 public events 
2018 – 1 event to date 

 

Our Resources 

Residents and visitors are attracted to Jamestown’s natural beauty, and protecting natural resources is 
important to the town’s economic vitality. One of Jamestown’s great resource opportunities is its 
natural lands, which offer opportunities to be active and “escape” from technology, busy streets, and 
everyday stress. Several important resource challenges for Jamestown include energy consumption, 
waste disposal (trash), and development practices. How we manage these issues is critical to the current 
and future health of our resources. 

Goals 
RG1. Significantly decrease overall community consumption of non-local goods, non-renewable energy 
and fuels, and materials that are non-recyclable/non-recycled. 
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RG2. Encourage the use of local, non-polluting, renewable, and recycled resources (water, energy, and 
material resources). 

RG3. Encourage residents and business owners to reduce the amount of pollutants entering the air, soil, 
and water. 

Actions 
RA1. Evaluate the potential reuse of collected and treated rain water at municipal facilities for 
innovative applications (irrigation, fire prevention, etc.). 

RA2. Develop a long-range strategy to become a 
“zero waste” community. 

RA3. Develop a municipal Energy Management 
Plan for Town-owned buildings and fleets, 
including a) Overall statement about the Town’s 
energy policy; b) Baseline energy usage; c) 
Energy reduction goal; d) Greenhouse gas 
emissions reduction goal; e) Renewable energy 
use goal; and f) Action Plan compiling all 
strategies and supporting actions. 

RA4. Consider renewable energy for town 
facilities and operations 

RA5. Encourage and support local organizations and groups that further the Town’s goals and/or actions 
related to resource protection, which may include initiatives that improve water quality, reduce waste, 
or improve energy efficiency of private homes or businesses. 

RA6. Develop an outreach program that educates residents and businesses about the benefits of making 
individual environment-friendly choices that support resource protection. Partner with local, regional, 
and state organizations that have existing resources and programming. Outreach can include 
distribution of informational materials, demonstrations, and guest speakers. Topics of interest are ways 
to reduce waste and increase recycling, environment-friendly gardening and landscaping techniques, 
and taking action to improve the quality of local waterbodies, among others. 

RA7: Establish a volunteer process for residents and businesses to report to Sustainable Jamestown the 
ways they’ve made their homes, lifestyles, and businesses more environment-friendly.  

RA8: Develop a town landscaping policy for municipally-owned and managed properties that strongly 
encourages the use of native plant species and environment-friendly landscaping techniques and 
maintenance methods 
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Making Progress 

Indicators Goals/actions Targets 2018 Baseline 

Residential Household 
Hazardous Waste  

• Total volume of household 
hazardous waste (HHW) 
collected from Jamestown 
residents 

RG3 
RA7 

• Downward trend based on 
RIRRC State Goal 

Start data collection 
2019. 

Town Purchases and Usage of 
Sustainable Products over 
Hazardous Materials 

• Volume of hazardous material  
purchased by the Town 

• Use of pesticides and 
herbicides by the Town 

RG3 
RA8 

• (Target to be developed by 
Town staff) 

Start data collection 
2019. 

Stormwater Runoff Reduction  

• Percent of impermeable land 
area in the village center 

• Number of “green 
infrastructure” projects on 
public property and as part of 
private development projects 

RA1 
RA7 
IA6 
See Comp Plan, Ph II 
SWMPP (not 
available online) 

• Downward trend or no net 
increase 

• Upward trend 

• Downward trend in 
closures for swimming, 
shellfish harvesting 

Start data collection 
2019. 

Solid Waste Generation  

• Total town-wide generation 
sent to RIRRC (also report per 
capita) 

• Town-wide amount recycled 

• Town-wide amount diverted 

• Town operations/services 

RA2 
RA6 
IA3 

• Town develops and starts 
implementation of 
methods to reach zero 
waste 

• Generation: Do not exceed 
year 2017 levels by 2025  

• Recycling: Increase amount 
recycled to 50% of total by 
2025 (or consistent with 
State Goal) 

• Diversion:  Increase 
amount diverted to 60% of 
total by 2025 

• Town operations/ services: 
increase paperless options 
associated with town 
services for residents and 
businesses (e.g. online 
payments, applications) 

2017 

• Average solid waste 
per household: 2.05 

• Recycling Rate: 
37.1% 

• Diversion Rate: 
38.7% 

Energy Use  

• Total use in town facilities 

• Total town-wide use (also 
report per capita)  

• Total fleet vehicle fuel use 

RA3 
RA4 

• Reduce overall town 
facility energy use 20% by 
2025. 

• Reduce town-wide energy 
use below 2017 levels by 
2025. 

• Reduce fuel use 15% by 
2025. 

2015  

• Average amount 
energy used (kwh): 
786,993 
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Indicators Goals/actions Targets 2018 Baseline 

Renewable Energy Use  
% of town-wide energy use from 
renewable or more efficient 
sources  

• Total renewable energy use in 
town facilities 

• Total renewable energy use 
town-wide 

• Total energy use from clean 
distributed generation sources 
on the island 
 

RA3 
RA4 

• By 2025 20% of all 
electricity use in town 
facilities should come from 
renewable sources 

• By 2025 10% of all 
electricity use town-wide 
should come from 
renewable sources 

• By 2025 1% of all electricity 
use town-wide should 
come from clean 
distributed generation 
sources on the island 

• Participation in Solarize 
Jamestown 

Start data collection 
2019. 

Greenhouse Gas Emissions  

• Total emissions from town 
facilities and fleets 

RA3 
 

• At least 10% below 2017 
levels by 2025 for town 
facilities and fleets 

Start data collection 
2019. 

Use of Alternative Fueled 
Vehicles by Town 

• Public works vehicles  

• Non emergency police and fire 
vehicles 

RA3 
RA4 

• Increase by 1 every 5 
years, starting in 2025 

Start data collection 
2019. 

Sustainable Procurement  • Develop a policy, indicator, 
and target by 2019 

Start data collection 
2019. 

“Green” Homes and Businesses 

• Total number of homes and 
businesses self-reporting the 
use of best practices to be 
more environment-friendly. 

• Total number of development 
projects reviewed by the Town 
that incorporate environment-
friendly best practices 

RA6 • Increase in the number of 
residents and businesses 
that contact Sustainable 
Jamestown through a 
volunteer reporting 
process 

• Increase in the number of 
development projects with 
environment-friendly best 
practices 

Start data collection 
2019. 

 

Our Economy 

For decades, Jamestown has maintained its identity as one of the quieter, but most picturesque 
destinations along the Rhode Island coastline. This “sense of place” provides the foundation for a 
steady, but not overwhelming, tourist economy on the island. As Jamestown looks to the future of a 
sustainable local and regional economy, access to its unique assets will be essential to maintaining a 
local economy of place. 

Goals 
EG1. Nurture a diverse, stable, local economy that supports the basic needs of all Jamestown residents. 

EG2. Maintain the distinct sense of place and character in the Jamestown Village, anchored by its 
historic buildings, and promote sensitive new construction, vibrant public spaces, and the arts. 
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EG3. Promote the efficient use of resources by 
businesses, organizations, and local government 
agencies within Jamestown through the 
adoption of sustainable business practices. 

Actions 
EA1. The Town, as a member of the Newport 
Chamber of Commerce, will participate in 
regional economic development efforts and take 
advantage of professional support offered 
through the Chamber’s Regional Economic 
Development Division. 

EA2. Determine Jamestown Chamber of 
Commerce’s interest in developing a branding and marketing slogan that benefits Jamestown’s small 
town character, is geared toward visitors, and helps explain Jamestown’s culture of sustainability. 

EA3. The Town will take a leadership role by developing a toolkit and begin implementation by 2020 to 
encourage the adoption of sustainable practices by Jamestown businesses. 

EA4. Recognize the arts as a viable element of Jamestown economy and include the art community in 
local economic development initiatives. 

EA5. Develop a dialogue to understand farmer’s needs to be viable in the future, while maintaining 
Jamestown’s rural character. 

EA6. Work with Village businesses to develop approaches that encourage customers to use nearby, 
underutilized parking areas. 

Making Progress 

Indicators Goals/Actions Targets 2018 Baseline 

Local Employment of Town 
Staff  

• % of town employees who live 
in Jamestown  

• Distance town employees 
travel to work 

EG1 • Steady or upward trend 

• Steady or downward trend 

Start data collection 
2019. 

Commercial Space Occupancy 

• Percentage of commercial unit 
vacancy 

EG1 • Stable or downward trend Start data collection 
2019. 

Business Growth (asset 
investment) 

• Number of new businesses 

• Expansion of existing 
businesses (number of 
employees or physical 
expansion) 

• Rehab/construction of 
commercial space for 
expansion or new business 

EG2 • Stable or upward trend Start data collection 
2019. 

Photo by David Wilson is licensed under CC by 2.0. 

https://www.flickr.com/photos/davidwilson1949/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/2.0/
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Indicators Goals/Actions Targets 2018 Baseline 

Business-Community 
Relationship (social investment) 

• Local business involvement in 
town-wide events (town-
sponsored or other) 

• Local business involvement 
with schools/students 

EA3 
EA5 

• Stable or upward trend 

• Number of events 
 
 
 

Start data collection 
2019. 

Basic Services and Needs 
Number of businesses offering 
products and services that fulfill 
everyday needs 

EG1 • Track businesses that offer 
basic services and needs  

Start data collection 
2019. 

Our Infrastructure 

Close at hand is the issue of water quantity and water quality, and making sure Jamestown has safe and 
dependable access to clean water for drinking, harvesting, and recreation. The Town's Water Supply 
Management Plan, Comprehensive Plan, and many other efforts are helping to address this serious 
issue. Further, the infrastructure being built today will still be in service when the island feels the effects 
of sea level rise and more frequent and intense storms. Private properties, as well as roads, bridges, and 
other town facilities, must be built or retrofitted to be resilient. 

Goals 
IG1. Provide needed services that keep up with 
technology and meet sustainably goals. 

Actions 
IA1. Work with state and regional partners to 
monitor climate change data and evaluate the 
impact on public infrastructure and services. 
Determine appropriate actions to minimize those 
impacts.  

IA2. Investigate ways to sustainability move 
towards residential buildout (the maximum 
number of homes allowed by current zoning), as calculated in the 2014 Jamestown Comprehensive Plan, 
with respect to water supply and use. 

IA3. Work with RIRRC to identify long-term solutions for waste management in Jamestown, including 
ways to increase recycling of items that are not put in bins. 

IA4. Develop an outreach campaign that educates residents about critical water supply issues on the 
island and the need for multi-user, comprehensive approaches to sustaining the local supply for the 
future. The campaign should highlight how users of the public water supply and those with private wells 
are hydrologically connected and the influence of each on the town’s overall available water. 

Photo by Doc Searls from Santa Barbara is licensed under CC by 2.0. 

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Newport_Bridge,_Narragansett_Bay-2.jpg
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/2.0/
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IA5. Develop ways to notify the public about water supply reservoir levels and what they mean for water 
usage. 

IA6: Develop a local green and complete streets policy that requires the consideration of transit, 
walking, and biking on local roadways as well as stormwater best management practices. 

Making Progress 

Indicators Goals/Actions Targets Potential Data Source 

Drinking water supply 
 

IA2 
IA4 
IA5 
See Comp Plan 

• Increased Potential water 
supply sources 

• Decline in the number of 
water restriction days 

Start data collection 
2019. 

Roadway flooding 

• Roads that become impassable 
during flood events 

• Frequency of flooding 
compromising roadway 
integrity 

See Hazard 
Mitigation Plan 

• Improvements made Start data collection 
2019. 

Sea Level Rise 
Critical town infrastructure that 
is vulnerable to the impacts of 
sea level rise 

IA1 • Implementation of 
adaptation measures to 
mitigate potential sea level 
rise impacts on local 
roadways 

• … on public water supply 
system 

• … on public wastewater 
treatment system 

Start data collection 
2019. 

 


