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Sustainable Jamestown 
What We’ve Heard From You 

What are the 3 things 

you value most about 

Jamestown?  

Top 5 Answers ↓ 

What are the biggest future 

threats to what you value 

most about Jamestown? 

Top 5 Answers ↓ 

We’ve heard a lot! Here’s a summary of what you and your neighbors had to say 

over the course of 12 interviews and focus groups and 3 Open Houses held in 

January and February of 2017. 

Communities define sustainability in 

different ways. Tell us what it means 

to you. Top Answers  

 Conservation of Farms, Forests, and 

Open Spaces  

 Conservation of Drinking Water 

Housing Diversity/Affordability 

 Maintaining Local Shops and Service 

 Socioeconomic Diversity 

 Climate Change/Sea-Level Rise 

What sort of role might you play in preserving 

Jamestown’s quality of life into the future? 

More than 50% of respondents said . . . 

 Commit to shopping locally 

 Volunteer for a local organization 

 Make changes in energy and water          

consumption 

 Vocally support housing that is affordable 

to seniors on a fixed income or working     

families 
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Sustainable Jamestown 
Here’s a summary of what you and your neighbors had to say at the Sustainable 

Jamestown Public Workshop on February 15, 2017. 

Economics of Place 

Support businesses that are essential to residents, not 

just businesses for tourists. 

It is important to have a busy downtown – to avoid    

being just a suburb.  

There are businesses outside the downtown (e.g. people 

working from home), we need to support them also. 

Climate Change & Resilient Infrastructure 

Adequate drinking water supply for municipal and well 

users; better record keeping of water infrastructure. 

We need to plan ahead to raise the roads across     

Mackerel Cove and Great Creek, and be prepared for 

any disruptions to the two off-island bridges. 

Erosion and damage to roads and other infrastructure. 

Energy & Resource Conservation 

Jamestown has struggled with the issue of renewable 

energy. We need to make progress in wind and solar.  

Reduce the cost of shipping trash off to the central land-

fill by composting. 30-50% of all trash is compostable.  

Waste production is huge. The waste from construction 

and remodeling is stupefying.  How can we reduce this?  

Diversity of Housing 

Affordable housing! Can we age in place?  In-law apart-

ments are key to living here in Jamestown.  

Multifamily homes will give lower income families, 

young people and seniors better housing options.   

Concept of a housing trust to preserve middle income 

housing stock. 

Community Resiliency 

Support the library, schools, community centers, and 

ensure that they evolve as the community does.  

Volunteering and asking folks for their opinions and   

expertise. So much knowledge on this island!  

Military families are good for the Town. They enrich and 

support the schools and many community organizations. 

Healthy Communities 

Access on-island to organic vegetables and other foods 

year round. 

Improve access to the farmers market by moving it 

downtown, and increase days of operation.  

We need more bike lanes and bike paths to reduce    

reliance on cars. 

Wildcard & Other Big Ideas! 

Become a plastic-free zone , including plastic shopping bag  -  Making artists welcome and keeping them here           

Take steps to leave Jamestown better than we found it  -  Importance of Newport and Providence to our quality of life  

Educate the public on the impact of pesticides on bees and wildlife  -  Having more places for young people to go to 

would help with community involvement, opportunities to educate, and more businesses/jobs in town 

Keep an eye on www.sustainablejamestown.com for more opportunities to shape the future of Jamestown this summer. 


