
Sustainable Jamestown
Our Is land,  Our Future

Housing is a pillar in meeting our social sustainability goals. Housing can be the gateway to opportunity if it 
is safe and affordable. A secure home opens a household’s resources for other needs like transportation, food, medical 
expenses, education, and even arts and culture. Some residents face many challenges when trying to find housing. It can be 
too expensive, have lead paint or asbestos, or not physically accessible. If we understand the housing needs of our residents, 
we can work towards meeting those needs through local policies.

www.sustainablejamestown.com

Our Housing Challenge

How much does it cost to live 
in Jamestown?

Median household income of Jamestown households in 

2016 was $101,448. Statewide it was $60,596.*

92% are single-family homes.

What kinds of housing are in 
Jamestown?

*HousingWorks RI 2018 Housing Fact Book

1/4 of housing are “seasonal” and vacant for a period 
of time during the year.

16% of housing are rentals.

1 in 4 homes have two bedrooms or less.

The household income needed to afford a home at this 

price is $162,405.*

was the median cost of a single-family home in Jamestown 
in 2017, a 40% increase from 2013.

$651,250
Buying a home

was the average rent for a 2-bedroom apartment in 
Jamestown in 2017.

$1,932

The household income needed to rent at this price is 

$77,280.*

Renting a home

How are Jamestowners faring?
As a rule of thumb, housing costs should be no more than 
30% of a household’s income. If paying more than that, 
families may have problems covering other expenses and 
become financially at risk.

More than half of renters and nearly 1/4 
of homeowners have high housing costs.
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20% of family households have a person over the 
age of 65, who typically has a limited income.

1/4 of family households have children under the age 
of 18.

Who in our community is at risk?

https://www.housingworksri.org/Portals/0/Uploads/Documents/2018_HWRI_Housing_Fact_Book.pdf

