
Sustainable Jamestown
Our Community

Issues
 � Who Lives in Jamestown? Over the past several decades the town’s population has been 

getting older and median incomes are rising. Also, military families associated with the U.S. 
Naval War College in Newport play an important role in the community. They are primarily 
young families very active in the schools and other town resources, including the volunteer Fire 
Department. These factors influence in our housing needs, social networks, school population, 
and other aspects of our community. How do we meet these challenges and opportunities?

 � Housing - Housing costs are rising and can impact older residents and younger families 
wanting to move to Jamestown. How do we maintain a diverse population?

 � Social Wellbeing and Civic Participation - Town government needs to keep connected with 
citizens. It must recognize the diverse needs and interests of residents and support programs 
(municipal and others) that meet these needs. How do we engage all residents in public 
discourse around local issues and encourage participation in civic affairs?

 � Healthy and Active Community - The design of our communities can impact public health. 
Providing opportunities for residents to be active can encourage healthier lifestyles and help 
address chronic diseases.

 � Schools - Schools are an important asset in the community. While overall enrollment is 
declining, they are critical to supporting the community both educationally and culturally while 
also attracting families to Jamestown. The Town should look holistically at its facilities to ensure 
all the buildings are being used efficiently and that sustainability is incorporated into all building 
programs. 

Jamestown is a quiet, safe community where everyone seems to know each other. In fact, many 
families have lived in Jamestown for generations. Residents speak highly of the schools, respect 
the island’s history, and love to support local artists, shops, and restaurants. As our climate 
changes, our economy continues to globalize, costs continue to rise, and communication 
becomes harder to manage—Jamestowners will need to think strategically about how to protect 
many aspects of their quality of life.  Education, civic engagement, and housing opportunity will 
be high priority focus areas for the community. 
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CG1. Achieve and maintain a mix of housing 
options for people of all socioeconomic 
backgrounds, ages, household groups, and 
preferences (including seniors, young families, 
singles, and people with disabilities).

CG2. Support local organizations, services, 
infrastructure, and programs that provide access to 
diverse housing opportunities, quality education, 
and active and healthy lifestyles.

CG3. Participate actively and effectively in civic 
affairs and understand the basic principles of 
sustainability.

CG4. Support local and regional (Washington and 
Newport Counties) agriculture and aquaculture as 
well as food products, crafts, and other goods and 
services. 

CG5. Communicate and share information 
effectively with the public, making the best use of 
available technology and methods that reach a 
wide audience.

Community Goals

www.sustainablejamestown.com

CA1. Explore options for better utilizing and 
expanding the land holdings of the Town’s 
Community Housing Land Trust.

CA2. Coordinate with the Library’s existing efforts 
to promote volunteerism in the community through 
its public educational campaign about volunteer 
opportunities Jamestown. Find other connections 
in the community to identify additional ways to 
increase volunteer opportunities outside of local 
boards and committees relating to sustainability.

CA3. Make connections with local non-profits that 
provide services or programming around social 
wellbeing and healthy life styles to build a social 
network around sustainability.

CA4. Encourage partnerships between local farms 
and the Jamestown School Department and Senior 
Center to supply seasonal produce for lunch 
programs.

Community Actions

Making Progress

Sustainable Jamestown is more than a plan. It is a framework for making progress toward our shared goals 
of sustainability and resiliency. The Town will report on how much progress it makes in reaching goals 
toward a sustainable community. Here are some ways we measure success:

 � Create housing choices that are affordable, 
including apartments, cottages, and condos.

 � Increase resident participation in town-
sponsored events. 

 � Fill vacant seats on town boards and 
committees.

 � Encourage residents and businesses to 
purchase products grown and made locally.

 � Increase the number of locals walking or 
biking to do local errands instead of driving.

 � Serve locally grown produce at Jamestown 
Schools and Senior Center.


